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THE HIDDEN TREASURE OF GAINESVILLE TEXAS
from Elm Fork Beekeepers Association

     In North Texas at the heart of Cooke County, a group of 
dedicated beekeepers had an idea to form a small club which 
would not only promote apiculture to those new to the term, 
but would also give a younger generation and local citizens 
the tools and support needed to learn and develop their own 
hives.   In 2018 EFBA (Elm Fork Beekeepers Association) was 
formed along with scholarship and mentorship programs that 
bloomed with the support of members and donations. Over 
the last few years the club has grown to over 60 members with 
numbers climbing. The outreach of this education has now 
stretched several counties as members travel far and wide to glean 
wisdom from the success of the successful beekeepers in the area, 
including the 2020 recipient.     

     Keldyn Lehner is this years scholarship winner. At the age of 
15 and a strong desire to learn, he’s starting out with 2 thriving 
hives and the search for more. Candidates of the program are 
awarded all the basic necessary supplies to get started and the 
help of a personal mentor that not only visits the recipient hives 
several times a year, but provides hands on instruction. These 
young Honey Farmers are immersed in the membership circle 
each month where they greet members and visitors, learn names,  
hand out door prizes and help with organization and cleanup.                 
Aside from the involvement in the local meetings they attend 
three intensive and information-packed bee schools and will have 
the opportunity to share their journey through public speaking, 
offering a final report of their 18 month involvement, shaking 
hands and growing with successful leaders in the industry.   
     With out the E.F.B.A. scholarship Keldyn wouldn’t have 
been able to start beekeeping so early.  This program is open 

to youngsters between the ages of 11-18 and a part of the 
scholarship is the award of the necessary beginner tools. These 
include wooden ware,  hives, supers, equipment to take care of the 
bees, the honey bees with queen, a suit, hive tools and a smoker.       
At each monthly meeting there are also several door prizes of 
handy hive tools and equipment which help make attendance fun.
Keldyn started out with two Italian and hybrid nukes in April.  
Four months later his hives are thriving and successful.  He 
has goals to add additional hives to provide enough honey for 
his family and add pollinators for the area farming. He has an 
interest in catching wild hives, learning to make honey products 
and eventually selling some of those creations. Above all, his 
greatest goal is to become a mentor himself. With a heart for 
people he wants to share his journey, knowledge and encourage 
others in many areas.
     EFBA is, and has been,  an invaluable gem for Northern Texas 
cultivators and surrounding young farmers as they seek to keep 
the interest in and roots of agriculture alive. The once small group 
is growing and reaching far beyond the county and continues to 
spread through it’s scholarship and mentor programs, community 
involvement, study groups, exam opportunities, educator 
resources, monthly tips and hours of lessons available. For more 
information visit https://www.elmforkbeekeepers.org/ where you 
can learn, apply for the 2021 scholarship, contact mentors, ask 
questions and/or share your knowledge.
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